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What is 
The Smoke-Free Ontario Act ?

N ew p rovin cia l tob acco con trol legis la tion  
wh ich  b ecam e effective on  M ay 3 1 st,  2 006

T h e Smoke-Free Ontario Act over-rid es th e 
R egion  of P ee l’s S m oke-free B y-law as it is 
p rovin cia l legis la tion  
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What does the Smoke-Free Ontario Act
Mean for Peel?

• A ll en closed  workp laces an d  enclosed  p u b lic 
p la ces 1 00% sm oke-free on  M ay 3 1 ,  2 006

• D esign ated  S m oking R oom s (D S R ’s)  in  P ee l 
b a rs ,  resta u ran ts,  b i l l ia rd  h a lls ,  b in go h a lls 
a n d  n igh t clu b s e lim in a ted  on  M ay 3 1 ,  2 006
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What does the Smoke-Free Ontario Act
Mean for Child Care Providers?

• S m oking p roh ib ited  in  licensed p riva te-h om e 
d ay ca res (*)  a s of M ay 3 1 ,  2 006  - whether 
or not children are present

• S m oking h as not b een  a llowed  with in  d a y 
n u rseries ( * )  s in ce 1 9 9 4 ,  b y th e Tobacco 
Control Act

( *  A s d efin ed  with in  th e Day Nurseries Act)
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How does the Smoke-Free Ontario Act 
Protect Children? 

• M an d a tory p rotection  is essen tia l for ch i ld ren  as 
th ey a re not a b le  to con trol th e ir exp osu re to 
secon d -h an d  sm oke (S H S )  

•S H S  is a  seriou s h ea lth  risk for growing ch i ld ren   
a s evid ence h as d em onstra ted  n egative effects of 
S H S  u p on  a tten tion ,  cogn ition  an d  b eh aviou r 
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What does the Smoke-Free Ontario Act
Mean for Child Care Providers?

• E m p loyers an d  op era tors of d a y n u rseries 
an d  l icen sed  p riva te-h om e d ay ca res m u st 
en su re th ese environm en ts rem a in  sm oke-
free at all times b y en forcin g th e com p lia n ce 
of everyone with in  th e enclosed  a rea

• S m oking is p roh ib ited  with in  ou td oor a reas if 
covered  b y a  roof or p a rtia l roof
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Employer/Operator Responsibilities

• T o in form  a ll em p loyees an d  p ersons th a t 
sm oking is p roh ib ited  with in  th e enclosed  
a rea  - whether or not children are present

• T o en su re th a t no one sm okes in  th e 
enclosed  a rea

• To en su re th a t a  p erson  wh o refu ses to 
com p ly  with  th is restriction  d oes not rem a in  in  
th e enclosed  a rea  
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Employer/Operator Responsibilities

• T o rem ove ash trays or 
s im i la r equ ip m en t from  
th e enclosed  a rea  

• To p ost “N o S m oking” 
sign s a t a ll en trances,  
exits ,  wash room s an d  
oth er a p p rop ria te 
location s 
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Protection For Employees

• A n  em p loyer m ay not d ism iss,  th rea ten  to 
d ism iss ,  d iscip l in e ,  su sp en d ,  p en a lize ,  
in tim id a te ,  coerce an y em p loyee wh o 
com p lies with  or seeks en forcem en t of th e 
Smoke-Free Ontario Act

• E m p loyees a re p rotected  from  rep risa l b y 
th e ir em p loyers u n d er th e Occupational 
Health and Safety Act
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Enforcement of the Act

• T ob acco E n forcem en t O fficers an d  P u b lic 
H ea lth  I n sp ectors a re resp onsib le  for 

en forcem en t of th e Smoke-Free Ontario Act

• P owers of I n sp ectors 

• C om p la in t R esolu tion  
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Failure to Comply with the Act? 

• F a i lu re to com p ly  with  th e requ irem en ts of th e 
Smoke-Free Ontario Act m ay resu lt in  lega l 
action  (e . g.  b e in g ch a rged  an d /or fin ed )  

• W h om  to b e ch a rged ?

• T icketin g

• S u m m ons
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In Summary

• T h e Smoke-Free Ontario Act offers im p ortan t 
p rotection  for ch i ld ren  as we ll a s em p loyees 
an d  op era tors/em p loyers of d a y n u rseries 
an d  l icen sed  p riva te-h om e d ay ca res

• P ee l H ea lth  is ava i la b le  to su p p ort ch i ld  ca re 
p rovid ers in  u n d erstan d in g th e requ irem en ts 
of th e Smoke-Free Ontario Act
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Questions?

R egion  of P ee l – P u b lic H ea lth

905-7 9 9 -7 7 00 

sm okefree-p ee lregion . ca
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http://www.smokefree-peelregion.ca/pages/index.htm
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